
T h i n k  a b o u t  t h i s  –  w h a t  i s  SCHOOL LIKE FOR YOU?  

H o w  w o u l d  y o u  d e s c r i b e  t h e  g r e a t  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s ?   H o w  w o u l d  y o u  
d e s c r i b e  y o u r  m o s t  d i f f i c u l t  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  t r y i n g  t o  l e a r n ?  

W e  w i l l  b e  c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  POWER OF YOUR VOICE  

STUDENT VOICE UNLEASHED 
S u b m i s s i o n s  a c c e p t e d  n o w  u n t i l  O c t o b e r  2 0 0 9  

A CALL FOR STUDENT 
VOICE: 
 
 
SUBMIT YOUR STORY, 
POEM, ESSAY, DRAWING, 
PAINTING, MUSICAL 
CREATION, VIDEO 
CREATION ONLINE AT 
WWW.LIGHTHOUSELEARNI
NGCOMMUNITY.COM  
 
SEE INSIDE FOR 
DETAILS 



“…THAT ALL CHILDREN COULD AND SHOULD BE INVENTORS OF THEIR OWN 
THEORIES, CRITICS OF OTHER PEOPLE’S IDEAS, ANALYZERS OF EVIDENCE, 

AND MAKERS OF THEIR OWN PERSONAL MARKS ON THE WORLD.” 
–  D e b o r a h  M e i e r ,  e d u c a t o r  a n d  a u t h o r  

WHAT 
Student voice is absent from the most powerful conversations impacting our students’ futures– 
conversations and decisions that are designed to create opportunities for all students to be 
successful.  As a result, this project is designed to make public the powerful insights gained from 
students across the nation and inspire educators to meaningfully seek, involve, and use the incredible 
knowledge that resides within the students we serve. 
 
The project is two fold.  A  DVD will be a compilation of selected focus groups, interviews, music, 
reflections from students across the nation.  Some will be pulled from submissions received from this 
call.   
 
The second part is a book that will provide more insight and learning from students.  It will include 
selected works compiled through this call for student work.  It will include the HOW to create and 
capitalize on meaningful student involvement in your own schools and communities.   
 
So the DVD is meant to inspire and mobilize.  The book is meant to inspire and give the nuts and 
bolts of bringing students in as partners in their learning in specific contexts. 
 



So, if you are a STUDENT, think about what you would want educators to know 
about what works and what doesn’t in school – we want educators to know about 
what helps you learn and what gets in the way.   
 
If you are an EDUCATOR, consider having your students reflect on these questions 
and provide them an opportunity to submit their work.   
 
Consider, if it helps, one or more of the following questions:  

• Talk about what’s important to you – why do you think school is important?  What purpose does 
school hold for you? 

• If you were the teacher, what would you do to help students be successful in school? 
• How would you describe being successful in school? 
• How would you describe your experience with assessments (tests, projects, quizzes, 

presentations…)?   
• When do you learn a lot? 
• When do you learn little or nothing? 
• Talk about an assessment where you learned a lot and used the information to learn more? 
• Talk about an assessment where you struggled and didn’t understand the purpose or what you 

were learning. 
• Describe a project/unit/lesson where you learned a lot…what was it that helped you learn? 
• Describe a project/unit/lesson where you learned little or nothing…what was it that got in the 

way? 
• When you don’t understand something, what helps you understand?  What do you do? 
• What gets in the way of you being successful? 
• What have teachers done to help you?  Other adults?  Other students? 
• What advice would you give to younger students? 
• What plans do you have after high school?  Who or what helped you make these plans? 



 
Then,  
 

• write (essay, story, poem, list, song) 
• Or draw/paint (picture, cartoon, ) 
• Or record a musical creation – song instrumental or vocal or your thoughts and insights… 
• Or produce a digital video recording of your thoughts, insights, your friends and you talking 

about these questions 
 
 
It doesn’t have to be perfect… just real… 
Polish it so it says, feels, sounds the way you want it… 
Read the guidelines and then revise if you need to 
Have someone else look at it and talk about it with them...  
Do some more polishing…   and   SUBMIT it…. 
 
 

WHO 
Any individual or group of student(s) in grades K-12 reflecting on their K-12 experience.  
 
 We want to hear the good stuff, the hard stuff, the sad stuff, the inspiring stuff, the tragic stuff…it’s 
gotta be real… 
 
Author and Producer: 
Nicole Vagle  
 
 



OK…. SO WHY DO THIS? 
You get to be heard… and it’s going to help the greater good…. 
 
The top submission in each age group will receive $100 directly given to the student; $100 is donated 
to the school or educational group of that student’s choice (or a teacher who inspired them).   Age 
groups are as follows: 

• K-3 
• 4-6 
• 7-9 
• 10-12 

 
 
 

GUIDELINES 
 

• Must be original work of a K-12th grader.  Only feedback from adults in your life… they can’t write 
or perform….  

• Must be how you really feel… 
• Eliminate all real names from your work… pseudo names only…(except yours) 
• Give credit to anybody else’s writing that you use in your own writing (don’t plagiarize and let us 

know whose work you’re quoting or using) 
 
For more information, contact Nicole Vagle at nvagle@gmail.com or 612-384-2193.  For a complete 
bio and resume, go to www.lighthouselearningcommunitycommunity.com. 
 



HOW TO SUBMIT 
 

1.  Complete Information Sheet online (www.lighthouselearningcommunity.com)  
 

2. Send in your submission containing your written, visual, video, or audio file.  You can mail, fax, or 
upload your project: 
 

a. Mail to Nicole Vagle, 1020 Sapphire Trail, Bogart, GA 30622.   
b. Fax to Nicole Vagle at 678-753-0328 
c. Upload online at www.lighthouselearningcommunity.com    

 
If you send an electronic copy please use one of the following formats: 

• Written Documents: Microsoft Word (.doc, .docx); Rich Text Format (.rtf); or Plain Text (.txt) 
• Audio Files: .mp3, .wav 
• Video Files: .mpg, .mov, .wmv, .avi, .mp4 
• Visual Files/Pictures: .jpg, .tiff, .png, .gif 

 
3.  Sign the release form and fax or mail it back to Lighthouse Learning Community, Inc.  Signing this 

form gives Lighthouse Learning Community, Inc. the rights to utilize the creative submissions in future 
publications. 

 
 
 
Student Work will be accepted through October 2009.  Participants 
will be contacted by Late Fall 2009 for status on their submission.  

Criteria and decisions will be made by Lighthouse Learning 
Community, Inc and a student advisory board. 


