What

Students are absent from the most powerful conversations – conversations and decisions that are designed to create opportunities for all students to be more successful.  As a result, this project is designed to make public the powerful insights gained from students across the nation and inspire educators to meaningful seek, involve, and use the incredible knowledge that resides within the students we serve.
The project is two fold.  The DVD will be a compilation of selected focus groups, interviews, music, reflections from students across the nation.  Some will be pulled from any submissions received from this call.  Others will be drawn from more formal experiences from school districts that agree or invite this type of dialogue.

The second part is a book that will provide more insight and learning from students.  It will include selected works compiled through this call for student work.  It will include the HOW to create and capitalize on meaningful student involvement in your own schools and communities.  

So the DVD is meant to inspire and mobilize.  The Book is meant to inspire and give the nuts and bolts of doing this in your own context.

1.  So, think about one or more of the following questions: 
2. Then, 

· write (essay, story, poem, list, song)

· Or draw/paint (picture, cartoon, )

· Or record a musical creation – song instrumental or vocal or your thoughts and insights…

· Or produce a digital video recording of your thoughts, insights, your friends and you talking about these questions

It doesn’t have to be perfect… just real…

Polish it so it says, feels, sounds the way you want it…

Read the guidelines and then revise if you need to

Have someone else look at it and talk about it with them... 

Do some more polishing…

Submit it….

Who

Any student in grades K-12 – selections will be made from all age levels.  We want to hear the good stuff, the hard stuff, the sad stuff, the inspiring stuff, the tragic stuff…it’s gotta be real…
Individual students

Author and Producer:

Nicole Vagle….  Put bio here….  For more information

How

Complete Information Sheet online and upload a word or pdf document containing your written, visual, audio (musical), or DVD…  If you can’t do it online, send it to Nicole Vagle, 1020 Sapphire Trail, Bogart, GA 30622

· Information sheet to include:

· Name

· Address

· Age

· School

· Email

· Phone

· Responsible Family Member in Your Household (mom, dad, grandma, grandpa, sibling (over 18), guardian, aunt, uncle, etc. --  this is someone who will vouch for the original creation of your work and the 

· Release of copyright or rights

· Assurance of original creation

· Assurance of age

· Why did you submit something?

· Who or what influences you  and your thinking the most?

· Picture of you (optional)

Sign the release form and fax or mail it  or can we put some disclosure about signing this gives lighthouse learning community the rights to utilize the creative submissions in future publications.

OK…. So Why Do this;

You get to be heard… and it’s going to help the greater good….

And….

The Top 2 submissions in each age group will receive $500 --  $300 is directly given to the student; $200 is donated to the school or educational group of choice or to the teacher who inspires  Age groups are as follows:

· K-2

· 3-5

· 6-8

· 9-12

Guidelines

· Must be original work of a K-12th grader.  Feedback only from adults in your life…. 

· Must be how you really feel…

· Eliminate all real names from your work… pseudo names only…

· Give credit to anybody else’s writing that you use in your own writing (don’t plagiarize and let us know whose work you’re quoting or using)

For more information, contact Nicole Vagle at nvagle@gmail.com or 612-384-2193.  For a complete bio and resume, goto www.lighthouse learning.com 
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Think about this – what is your dream for:


Yourself? Your family? Your community? Your country? Your world?





We will be celebrating the Power of YOUR Voice


Student voice unleashed


Submissions accepted now until June 30, 2008





�





A CALL FOR YOUR VOICE:





Let’s get your voice out there!





submit your story, poem, essay, drawing, painting, musical creation, video creation online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.lighthouselearning.com" �www.lighthouselearning.com� 





see inside for details








